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UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 MOSCOW 10788 

USDA FOR FAS/LOOPER 

OSLO PASS TO SECRETARY BERGLAND'S PARTY 
USICA FOR VOA/PS, PGM/PPE 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, OVIP (BERGLAND, BOB), UR 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY BERGLAND INTERVIEWED ON DEPARTURE 
FROM MOSCOW 

1. FOLLOWING IS COMPLETE TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW GIVEN 
BY SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE BOB BERGLAND TO ASSOCIATED 
PRESS MOSCOW BUREAU CHIEF HARRY DUNPHY IN SHEREMET'YEVO 
AIRPORT DEPARTURE LOUNGE, APPOXIMATELY 11:45 A.M. LOCAL 
TIME MAY 16: 

(BEGIN TEXT) 

- QUESTION: MR. SECRETARY, WAS THERE ANY PROGRESS TO- 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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WARDS AN INTERNATIONAL WHEAT AGREEMENT, AND WHAT'S THE 
SOVIET ATTITUDE? 

- SECRETARY BERGLAND: WELL, THE SOVIET ATTITUDE IS 
ONE OF COOPERATION. WHILE THIS MISSION WAS NOT DESIGNED 
PRIMARILY TO DISCUSS THAT AGREEMENT IN ANY DETAIL, I 
THINK THERE'S GENERAL AGREEMENT ON THE PART OF THE SO- 
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VIETS AND THE GOVERNMENT OE THE UNITED STATES THAT A 
WHEAT AGREEMENT OF THIS SORT IS IN EVERYBODY'S BEST IN- 
TEREST. WE HAVE OUR REPRESENTATIVES NEGOTIATING THESE 
DETAILS AT THIS MOMENT IN GENEVA, I BELIEVE.... 

-MEMBER OE SECRETARY'S PARTY: NOT THIS DAY, BUT CON- 
TINUING.... 

- SECRETARY BERGLAND: ON A CONTINUING BASIS, YES. 

- QUESTION: WERE THERE ANY CHANGES IN THE EXISTING SO- 
VIET-U.S. GRAIN AGREEMENT BEYOND THE SIX MILLION? WILL 
THERE BE A....? 

- SECRETARY BERGLAND: NO. NO CHANGES IN THE AGREE- 
MENT WERE EVEN DISCUSSED, AS A MATTER OF FACT. WE 

WERE MOSTLY DISCUSSING TWO AREAS: ONE, THE NEED FOR STEP- 
PING UP THE EXCHANGE OE SCIENTIFIC TEAMS IN THE AREA OE 
AGRICULTURE. THE U.S. AND THE SOVIET UNION HAVE HAD A 
LINE RELATIONSHIP OF LONG STANDING, AND THERE ARE SOME 
VERY IMPORTANT AREAS IN THE MORE ADVANCED ASPECTS OE 
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE IN WHICH WE NEED TO INCREASE OUR 
COOPERATION. AND THE ATTITUDE OE THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT 
ON THIS MATTER WAS ALL POSITIVE. I WAS PLEASED WITH 
THE ATTITUDE. INDEED, I THINK WE MAY WELL LAUNCH A WHOLE 
NEW ERONTIER IN THIS AREA. 

- QUESTION: THIS INVOLVES ON-SITE INSPECTION OF CROPS 
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TO GIVE YOU A BETTER IDEA OE WHAT THE WHEAT HARVEST IS 
GOING TO BE? 

- SECRETARY BERGLAND: IT GOES EAR BEYOND THAT. IT 

GOES INTO SUCH VERY SOPHISTICATED TECHNIQUES AS WEATHER 
EORECASTING, NEW VARIETIES.... 

- QUESTION: NEW VARIETIES? 

- SECRETARY BERGLAND: OE CROPS, WATER MANAGEMENT, AND 
A WHOLE RANGE OE AGRICULTURAL AND SCIENTIEIC ISSUES. 

- QUESTION: OF THE 1977 CROP, DO YOU THINK THERE'LL 

BE ANY ADDITIONAL PURCHASES BY THE SOVIETS BEYOND THE 
ONES ALREADY MADE, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA OF, SAY, 
SOYBEANS? 

- SECRETARY BERGLAND: WELL, NONE WAS CONTRACTED OR 
AGREED TO. WE DISCUSSED IN A GENERAL WAY THE NEED EOR 
BETTER PLANNING ON THE PART OP THE UNITED STATES, WHICH 
HAS EOR THE MOST PART HAD NO PLANS IN AGRICULTURE. WE'VE 
ALTERNATED BETWEEN BOOM AND BUST OVER THE YEARS. WE 
ASSURED THE SOVIETS THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL BE A 
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RELIABLE SUPPLIER OF HIGH-QUALITY PRODUCT AND WE'VE COM- 
MISSIONED AN AD HOC GROUP OP EXPERTS BETWEEN THE TWO 
GOVERNMENTS TO CONTINUE TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER. THE 
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE WILL BE DR. DALE HATHAWAY, ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OP AGRICULTURE POR INTERNATIONAL APFAIRS. 

- QUESTION: ON THE SOVIET GRAIN CROP POR THIS YEAR, 

AS THE RESULT OP HAVING BEEN TO VARIOUS AREAS DO YOU COME 
AWAY PROM THIS VISIT WITH MORE FEEL THAN YOU HAD FOR HOW 
THEY'RE GOING TO DO? WHEN THE REPORTS COME LATER THIS 
YEAR, WILL YOU HAVE A BETTER IDEA THAN WE DID LAST YEAR? 
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UNCLAS SECTION 02 OP 02 MOSCOW 10788 

- SECRETARY BERGLAND: INDEED I WILL. I'MTHEPIRST 
AMERICAN SECRETARY TO VISIT THE "NEW LANDS ". I KNOW WHAT 
THEY CAN DO OUT THERE, AND THEY'VE DONE VERY WELL. BUT 

1 ALSO KNOW WHAT THE LIMITS ARE, THEY'RE WEATHER-ORIENTED. 

- QUESTION: THANK YOU, SIR. 

(END TEXT). TOON 
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